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 DRAFT
The Fifth Sunday of Easter May 18, 2025, 10:30 a.m.

Welcome: If you are a visitor, we are grateful that you have joined us and hope that you find space 
here to come close to God. We welcome all who seek the Holy, no matter your background. At Trinity 
Episcopal Cathedral, we pray, celebrate, and share our gifts with each other, our neighbors, and our 
community, as we serve God and represent the Episcopal Diocese of Arkansas. We’d love to connect 
with you about how to make this church your home. To do so, please fill out one of the pew cards in 
front of you and drop it in the offertory plate. 

Infants and Toddlers: Nursery care is available for infants and toddlers up to 4 years old. Children’s 
engagement materials can be found near the bell tower doors. The bell tower has a speaker that allows 
you to hear the service if you need to step out with your child. Ask an usher or greeter for directions to 
either location.

Hymns are found in the red hymnal.   

THE HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II

Prelude Christ lag in Todesbanden, BWV 718  Johann Sebastian Bach 
 Christ lag in Todesbanden, BWV 695  Johann Sebastian Bach 
 (Christ lay in death’s bonds)

Hymn 182  Christ is alive! Let Christians sing   Truro

Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Celebrant  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

Hymn of Praise 205           Good Christians all, rejoice and sing!  Gelobt sei Gott
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

THe ColleCT of THe day 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know 

your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly 
follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen.

The people sit.

THe firsT reading  Acts 11:1-18

Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles 
had also accepted the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the 

circumcised believers criticized him, saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men 
and eat with them?” Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, “I 
was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something 
like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and 
it came close to me. As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, 
reptiles, and birds of the air. I also heard a voice saying to me, `Get up, Peter; kill and 
eat.’ But I replied, `By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered 
my mouth.’ But a second time the voice answered from heaven, `What God has made 
clean, you must not call profane.’ This happened three times; then everything was 
pulled up again to heaven. At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, 
arrived at the house where we were. The Spirit told me to go with them and not to 
make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, 
and we entered the man’s house. He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his 
house and saying, `Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; he will give 
you a message by which you and your entire household will be saved.’ And as I began 
to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. And 
I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, `John baptized with water, but 
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ If then God gave them the same gift that 
he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder 
God?” When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then 
God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.” 

Lector  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 148 Laudate Dominum      Sung by the choir to Anglican Chant  John Barnard

Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens; * 
praise him in the heights.

Praise him, all you angels of his; * 
praise him, all his host.

Praise him, sun and moon; * 
praise him, all you shining stars.

Praise him, heaven of heavens, * 
and you waters above the heavens.

Let them praise the Name of the Lord; * 
for he commanded, and they were created.

He made them stand fast for ever and ever; * 
he gave them a law which shall not pass away.

Praise the Lord from the earth, * 
you sea-monsters and all deeps;

Fire and hail, snow and fog, * 
tempestuous wind, doing his will;

Mountains and all hills, * 
fruit trees and all cedars;

Wild beasts and all cattle, * 
creeping things and winged birds;

Kings of the earth and all peoples, * 
princes and all rulers of the world;

Young men and maidens, * 
old and young together.

Let them praise the Name of the Lord, * 
for his Name only is exalted, 
his splendor is over earth and heaven.

He has raised up strength for his people and praise for all his loyal servants, * 
the children of Israel, a people who are near him.

Hallelujah!



4

THe seCond reading   Revelation 21:1-6

I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 

coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,

“See, the home of God is among mortals.
He will dwell with them as their God;
they will be his peoples,
and God himself will be with them;
he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for the first things have passed away.”

And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” 
Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said to 
me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the 
thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.”

Lector  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

Hymn 582  O holy city, seen of John  Sancta Civitas

During this hymn, children in second grade and younger who want to take part in the Children’s Liturgy follow the Good 
Shepherd banner out of the Nave. They will return at the Peace.  

THe gosPel   John 13:31-35
Priest  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

At the last supper, when Judas had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has 
been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in 

him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I 
am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now 
I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I give you a new commandment, 
that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 
By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

Priest  The Gospel of the Lord.
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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THe sermon 

THe niCene Creed 
Said by all, standing

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he 
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He 
has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

THe Prayers of THe PeoPle: form Vi

The Intercessor and people pray responsively

 In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.
Silence

 For all people in their daily life and work;
 For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

 For this community, the nation, and the world;
 For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

 For the just and proper use of your creation;
 For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

 For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
 For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

 For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
 For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
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 For Sean our Presiding Bishop, and John our Bishop; and for all bishops and other 
ministers;

 For all who serve God in his Church.

 For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
Silence

The people may add their own petitions

 Hear us, Lord;
 For your mercy is great.

 We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
Silence

The people may add their own thanksgivings

 We will exalt you, O God our King;
 And praise your Name for ever and ever.

 We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
Silence

The people may add their own petitions

 Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
 Who put their trust in you.

The Celebrant says

 Grant, Lord God, to all who have been baptized into the death and resurrection of 
your Son Jesus Christ, that, as we have put away the old life of sin, so we may be 
renewed in the spirit of our minds, and live in righteousness and true holiness; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THe PeaCe

The people stand.

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  And also with you.

Then all may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

THe announCemenTs
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THE HOLY COMMUNION

During the Offertory Anthem, ushers collect an offering from the congregation.  
Use the QR code to make a plate offering.

During the Offertory Anthem, representatives of the congregation bring the people’s offerings of bread, wine, money,  
and other gifts to the Celebrant. The people stand while the offerings are brought forward and placed on the Altar. 

anTHem    I was glad  C. Hubert H. Parry

I was glad when they said unto me,
We will go into the house of the Lord.
Our feet shall stand in thy gates, O Jerusalem
Jerusalem is builded as a city that is at unity in itself. 
O pray for the peace of Jerusalem, they shall prosper that love thee.
Peace be within thy walls, and plenteousness within thy palaces.
Text: Psalm 122:1-3, 6-7

THe greaT THanksgiVing - Prayer a  BCP 361

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.
People  We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth...
...Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name:

sanCTus  sung by all  Hymnal s-125
The people stand or kneel.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we 
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son,... 
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...Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving... 
...All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for 
ever. AMEN.

 And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

THe Breaking of THe Bread

THe fraCTion anTHem sung by all  Hymnal s-155

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died 
for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

THe adminisTraTion of Holy Communion

Ushers will direct you to the altar rail. Please let an usher know if you need Holy Communion brought to you. 

musiC aT Communion

Communion moTeT Ubi caritas  Maurice Duruflé

Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est.
Congregavit nos in unum Christi amor.
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Exultemus, et in ipso iucundemur.
Timeamus, et amemus Deum vivum.
Et ex corde diligamus nos sincero. Amen.

Where charity and love are, God is there.
Christ’s love has gathered us into one.
Let us rejoice and be pleased in him.
Let us fear, and let us love the living God.
And may we love each other
with a sincere heart. Amen.
Text: Late 8th century, attributed to Paulinus of Aquileia

Hymn 487  Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life  The Call

THe PosTCommunion Prayer

Celebrant  Let us pray.
Celebrant and People
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most 
precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these 
holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal 
kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and 
serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

If people are being sent to take the Bread and Wine to those who are absent, the Celebrant says

Celebrant In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those 
to whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood.

People We who are many are one, because we all share one bread and one cup. Amen. 

THe Blessing

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd 
of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work 
to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. 
Amen.

Hymn 304  I come with joy to meet my Lord  Land of Rest

THe dismissal 
Priest  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia.
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People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

PosTlude Prelude in C minor, BWV 546  Johann Sebastian Bach

 alTar gifTs 
To the glory of God and in loving memory of  

the Reverend Robert M. Cooper, Sr.  
by his wife, Dr. Ann Hedge-Carruthers

Notes on the notes: Today’s choral music consists of two of the most beloved anthems of the 
20th century: Parry’s I was glad and Duruflé’s Ubi caritas. Parry’s I was glad was written for the 
coronation of King Edward VII in 1902. Like much of Maurice Duruflé’s organ and choral music, 
Ubi caritas is based on Gregorian chant. While many 20th century French composers incorporated 
plainchant into their music, Duruflé is the undisputed master of this technique.

liTurgiCal leaders

 The Rt. Rev. John T. W. Harmon, Bishop of Arkansas, Dean Pro Tempore

Celebrant The Rev. Susan Payne, Priest Associate

Preacher  The Rev. Danny Schieffler, Interim Vicar

Assisting Clergy The Rev. Thomas Alexander, Curate

Lectors Jane McMullin, Scott Whitfield
Intercessor Melissa Whitfield
Lay Eucharistic Minister Clarke Tucker, 
Children’s Liturgy Leader Susan Penick
Acolytes Harper Bennings, Will Brock, Mary Eleanor Felton,  
 Jacob Meaux, Susan Grace Mitchell
Music Dr. Colin MacKnight, Director of Music 
 Jeremiah Mead, Associate Director of Music 
 Trinity Cathedral Choir 
 Trinity Cathedral Ringing Society
Ushers Susan Borné, Herschel Cast, Josh Hill, Rettina Hill, Lisa McNeir
Greeters Eric Wippo, Mary Margaret Wippo
Docent Tom Fennell 
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Trinity Debt Relief Campaign

“And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by 
always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good 
work.” – 2 Corinthians 9:8

Please help with Trinity’s effort to pay off our financial debt! Our goal is to raise $350,000 
to make Trinity fully debt-free, which will free up nearly $50,000 a year for ministry. 
Getting this debt paid will empower us to look to the future with excitement and creativity, 
and it will strengthen our case to call our next Dean & Rector. 

As a guide, we are asking parishioners to consider adding 25% of your annual gift to 
Trinity to your 2025 contribution and giving that toward this campaign. We are hoping to 
have the funds committed by June 8 and raised by August 15. 

You can pledge or make a gift with the QR Codes or links below or pick up a pledge card 
in the back of the church. 

bit.ly/TrinityDebtGift                bit.ly/TrinityDebtPledge

Make a PledgeMake a Gift
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Events and Information Events and Information 
This week at and around the Cathedral
Today  4 p.m., Final Choral Evensong with Holy Eucharist followed by a reception
  5 p.m., Catechumenate Class
Monday  7 a.m., Breakfast and Bible Study
  8:30 a.m., Morning Prayer
Tuesday   8:30 a.m., Morning Prayer 
  5:30 p.m., Vestry Meeting
Wednesday  8:30 a.m., Morning Prayer 
  12:15 p.m., Bach Organ Recital
  5 p.m., St. Cecilia Singers Rehearsal
  5 p.m., Trinity Ringing Society Practice
  5:30 p.m., Community Dinner
  5:30 p.m., Eucharist with Healing Prayers
  6 p.m., Koinonia Eucharist
  6:30 p.m., Book Club
  6:30 p.m., Sacred Feminine Program (Harrison House)
Thursday  8:30 a.m., Morning Prayer 
  5:15 p.m., Evening Prayer
Saturday  10 a.m., Faith and Food Cooking Class

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Final Evensong of the SeasonFinal Evensong of the Season

Today at 4 p.m.
Join us for the last Choral Evensong service of Spring. The service will be followed by a reception 
in Morrison Hall. Evensong services will return in September.

Food and Faith Cooking ClassFood and Faith Cooking Class
Saturday, May 24: Fueling our Bodies with Healthy Choices!
10:00 - 11:00 am, Morrison Hall
Open to 2nd-5th graders, this Saturday morning cooking class incorporates a shared meal and 
time together for faith formation. Led by Denise Albert, with Cooking in Bloom, young people 
are encouraged to explore healthy eating, kitchen skills, and how to nourish our bodies faithfully! 
Class is limited so please sign up! http://bit.ly/cookingfoodfaith
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Undie SundayUndie Sunday
Sunday, May 25
The Little Rock School District, through their Bright Futures program is helping their students 
to be superheroes with new, clean underpants. They are collecting for boys and girls of all sizes. 
Bring your donations of new underwear (in the package) to church next Sunday and drop them 
off in the marked bins.

“A House of Prayer for All People”: Discerning Cathedral Identity“A House of Prayer for All People”: Discerning Cathedral Identity
Sundays, May 25 – June 15 at 9:15 am
Morrison Hall, with breakfast served
Who are we as Trinity Cathedral? And where is the Holy Spirit leading us next? Join us in 
Morrison Hall for a four-week series on discerning our identity as a Cathedral parish, led by 
Father Danny, Father Thomas, and Bishop Harmon. Breakfast will be served. This will be a great 
way for the congregation to participate in this season of transition as we search for our next Dean 
and Rector.

Broadway Community Garden Maintenance and HarvestingBroadway Community Garden Maintenance and Harvesting
The Broadway Community Garden is dedicated to growing fresh produce and fostering 
community connections. It will only thrive with the assistance of the many members of our 
church. ANYONE CAN VOLUNTEER! NO GARDENING EXPERIENCE IS REQUIRED!
As a volunteer at the garden, during your assigned week, you will be asked to check in on the 
garden 3-4 times. We will send you a detailed instruction sheet, provide any tools you may need, 
and we will provide a contact who will be readily available to answer questions you have. Your 
tasks will include checking on the watering system and pruning and maintaining the plant beds 
early in the week and then harvesting produce on Fridays and storing in a church refrigerator. 
You are also encouraged to take home any produce you would like during your volunteer week as 
a thank you!
We sincerely hope that many members of the church will join us in cultivating this ministry. 
Sign up at https://bit.ly/BCGardenHelp

Ascension DayAscension Day
Thursday, May 29 at 7 p.m.
Join us as we celebrate Holy Eucharist for Ascension Day, the day we remember Jesus’ ascent into 
heaven 40 days after his resurrection, and one of the seven principal feasts of the Church. Music 
will be led by the Trinity Choir and members of the Arkansas Symphony Orchestra, and incense 
will be used. A festive reception will follow in Morrison Hall.
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Holy Baptism on June 1 and June 8Holy Baptism on June 1 and June 8
We will next celebrate the sacrament of Holy Baptism on Sunday, June 1 at 10:30 am when 
Bishop Harmon visits Trinity, and then on Sunday, June 8 at 10:30 am for the Day of Pentecost. 
Please contact the Rev. Thomas Alexander (thomas@trinitylittlerock.org) if you or any member 
of your family would like to be baptized on one of these days.

Bishop’s VisitationBishop’s Visitation
Sunday, June 1
Join us on Sunday, June 1 for Bishop Harmon’s annual visitation to Trinity. Bishop Harmon 
will preach and celebrate at both the 8:00 am and 10:30 am services, and we will celebrate 
Holy Baptism, Confirmation, Reaffirmation, and Reception at the 10:30 am service. Bishop 
Harmon will lead a forum in Morrison Hall at 9:15 am. Following the 10:30 am service, join 
us for a parish cook-out in the Garth. The church will provide hamburgers, hotdogs, and fixins. 
Parishioners are invited to bring sides and desserts.

ADULT FORMATION
Book Club: Book Club: The Reason for GodThe Reason for God by Tim Keller by Tim Keller

Wednesdays at 6:30 pm
Conference Room in Keller House
For Easter, Trinity’s Book Club will read The Reason for God: Belief in an Age of Skepticism by 
the late Timothy Keller. This book addresses the frequent doubts that skeptics, and even ardent 
believers, have about religion––a worthwhile read for the Easter season. Tim Keller was hailed as 
the “C. S. Lewis for the 21st century,” and The Reason for God was a New York Times bestseller. 
Copies of The Reason for God are available for order at WordsWorth Books with 2–3 day delivery 
and with a 10% discount available for Trinity Cathedral. To sign up, contact the Rev. Thomas 
Alexander (thomas@trinitylittlerock.org).
May 21: Chapters 10–11 May 28: Chapters 12–14, Epilogue

Exploring the Sacred FeminineExploring the Sacred Feminine
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.
In the Christian tradition, the liturgical season of Easter follows Easter Sunday. The name Easter 
is actually an ancient name for the Great Goddess. She is imbued with the power of creation and 
new life, two of the primary values of the rising consciousness of the Sacred Feminine in our day. 
To intentionally observe this Easter season, and to offer a balance to the penance of Lent, 
Trinity Episcopal Cathedral is hosting a series of speakers. They will discuss their encounters and 
experiences with the feminine aspect of God and the conscious role she plays in their lives. The 
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presenters will be Clarke Tucker, May 21; Larry Maze, May 28; and Lisa Thorpe, June 4.
If you have been curious about the feminine aspect of God, please join us. For more information, 
please email The Rev. Patricia Lewis Matthews at executivedirector@theinterfaithcenter.org.

AROUND THE DIOCESE
Episcopal Church Women: Summer QuestEpiscopal Church Women: Summer Quest

May 30 - June 1 at Camp Mitchell
Spend a reflective weekend on the mountain at Camp Mitchell for our annual women’s retreat. 
You are invited to join us for Friday’s Quiet Day, Saturday, or the full weekend retreat. Various 
packages, with or without housing or Quiet Day, are available.
We are absolutely delighted to welcome renowned storyteller Kathy Culmer as our featured 
speaker for the retreat. Her theme is Recalling Our Stories. Encountering God Through Music, 
led by the Rev. Teresa Cantrell, priest at St. John’s Helena in West Helena, a Quiet Day program 
and Bishop Harmon will be part of the program. We have a full weekend of fun and fellowship 
planned for you and cannot wait to welcome you to Camp Mitchell. Get with your friends and 
make your booking early!
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